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OED Exercise


Select a sonnet and use the Oxford English Dictionary online to research its diction.  Pay attention to each word’s varying definitions, connotations, etymologies and historical uses, and look for patterns of ambiguity and innuendo.  Note the years in which connotations gain in popularity and how the meanings evolve over time.  You should look up every word, excepting the most simple articles and conjunctions.


Then write a one or two page explication of the poem’s shifting registers of meaning.  As always, pay close attention to when words are being used figuratively, literally, or both simultaneously.  Finally, propose your own interpretation of the poem and put a name to the central tension, conflict or relation that the author explores.    

Due Friday, Feb 3

